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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Amend the claims as follows. 
Claims 1-44. (Canceled) 

45. (Currently Amended) An isolated HCV antibody specifically binding 
rocogniz i ng a type 3 HCV antigen selected from the group consisting of: 

(i) an antigen consisting of 5 or more contiguous amino acids selected from 
the region spanning positions 140 to 34S -191 of the Core Coro/E1 region of HCV type 
3a, 

(ti) an ant i g e n cons i sting of 5 or moro contiguous amino acids s ele ct e d from 

tho rog i on spann i ng posit i ons 1556 to 1650 of tho NS3/4 rog i on of HCV typo 3a, 

(iii) an ant i gon cons i st i ng of 5 or mor e cont i guous am i no ac i ds so l octed from 

tho rogion spanning pos i t i ons 1632 to 1764 of tho NS3A1 rogion of HCV typo 3a, 

(iv) an ant i g e n consisting of 5 or moro cont i guous amino ac i ds so l octed from 

tho rog i on spann i ng pos i tions 1556 to 1764 of tho NS3M rog i on of HCV typo 3a, 

(v) an ant i g e n cons i st i ng of 5 or moro contiguous am i no acid s so l oct e d from 

tho rogion spanning pos i t i ons 1 to 1 15 of tho Coro rog i on of HCV typo 3c; and 

(vi) an ant i gon consisting of 5 or mor e cont i guous am i no ac i ds solocted from 

tho rog i on spann i ng posit i ons 2661 to 2753 of tho NS5B rog i on of HCV typo 3c; 

wherein any of the antigons i n ( i ) to ( i v) antigen contains at least one HCV 
genotype 3a-specific amino acid or wh e r ei n any of tho ant i gons i n (v) or (v i ) conta i n s at 
l oast ono HCV gonotypo 3c cpocific amino ac i d . 

46. (Currently Amended) The HCV antibody according to claim 45 wherein said 
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antigen is consisting of 5 or more contiguous amino acids selected from 

(i) the region spanning positions 1 40 to 191 3 +9-of the Core Coro/E1 region 

of HCV type 3a identified by SEQ ID NOs: 14, 16, 18, 20, 24, 

(it) tho rog i on spann i ng pos i t i ons 1556 to 1650 of tho NS3/<1 rog i on of HCV 

typo 3a i dont i f i od by SEQ I D NO:30, 

p) tho rog i on spann i ng pos i t i ons 1632 to 1764 of tho NS3A1 rog i on of HCV 

typo 3a idontif i od by SEQ I D NOs:32, 36, 

(iv) tho rogion spanning pos i t i ons 1556 to 1764 of tho NS3A1 rog i on of HCV 

typo 3a i dontif i od by SEQ I D NO:223, 

(v) tho rog i on spann i ng pos i tions 1 to 1 15 of tho Coro rog i on of HCV typo 3c 

i dont i f i od by SEQ ID NO:148, and 

(vt) tho rog i on spann i ng posit i ons 2661 to 2753 of tho NS5B rog i on of HCV 

typo 3c i dont i f i od by SEQ ID NQ:150, 

wherein the antigen any of tho antigons i n ( i ) to ( i v) contains at least one HCV 
genotype 3a-specific amino acid or whoro i n any of th e antig e n s i n (v) or (v i ) conta i ns at 
l oast one HCV gonotypo 3c - spocif i c am i no acid . 

47. (Previously Presented) The HCV antibody according to claim 45 which has 
been produced upon immunization of a mammal with any of said antigens. 

48. (Previously Presented) The HCV antibody according to claim 45 which is a 
monoclonal antibody. 
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49. (Previously Presented) A humanized version of an HCV antibody according 
to claim 48. 

50. (Currently Amended) The humanized version of an HCV antibody according 
to claim 49 which has been is boinq humanized by means of recombinant DNA 
technology. 

51 . (Currently Amended) The HCV antibody according to claim 45 whichw h4€h4s 
further comprising a label. 

52. (Previously Presented) The HCV antibody according to claim 51 wherein 
said label is of the enzymatic, fluorescent or radioactive type. 

53. (Previously Presented) A composition comprising an HCV antibody 
according to claim 45. 

54. (Previously Presented) A kit for determining the presence of HCV antigens 
present in a biological sample, said kit comprising: 

(a) at least one HCV antibody according to claim 45, 

(b) a buffer enabling the binding reaction between an HCV antibody of (a) and 
an HCV antigen present in said biological sample; or components necessary for 
producing said buffer, 

(c) a means for detecting the immune complexes formed between an HCV 
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antibody of (a) and an HCV antigen present in said biological sample. 

55. (Previously Presented) A kit for determining the presence of HCV antigens 
present in a biological sample, said kit comprising at least one HCV antibody according 
to claim 45. 

56. (Previously Presented) A method for determining the presence of HCV 
antigens present in a biological sample, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting said biological sample with at least one HCV antibody 
according to claim 45, 

(b) detecting the immune complexes formed in (a), 

(c) inferring from (b) the presence of said HCV antigens in said biological 
sample. 
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